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Berlin Guitar Ensemble vs. 1605munro Project VI 

 
Jakob Albrecht Haus 

Silvesterweg 11, 13467 Berlin 

 
Saturday 14th - Tuesday 17th July 2012 

 

Meeting Report 
 
 

Author: G. Porter 
 
 
 
 
This Guitar Circle meeting was originally planned as a Special Project for the Berlin Guitar 
Ensemble under the direction of Hernán Nuñez with Andrés Jankowski (alias 1605munro) 
visiting as a guest. However, during the second day, it became clear that the meeting 
had transformed into the sixth “BGE vs. 1605munro” Project - with the focus on 
Circulation work for pieces written by 1605munro along with rehearsal of BGE repertoire 
for a performance for invited guests on Monday 16th July. 
 
The Project was residential and held at the Jakob Albrecht Haus - a seminar house, 
owned by the German Methodist Church, located in Hermsdorf – a northern suburb of 
Berlin. 
 
 
Day 1: Saturday 14th July 

 

c. 10:25 - the Local Coordinator (George Porter) arrives at the House together with 
Mikael Weichbrodt (BGE Leader). We are introduced to the facilities again by the warden. 
 
We begin preparing the House which is in a good condition.  
Luis Araya (Soundman) deposits some of his sound equipment but has to leave directly 
and will be available on Sunday to set it up.  
 
c.12:45: Mika & George begin preparing Lunch – minestrone soup. 
Outside - heavy, thundery showers which continue throughout the day. 
 
John Hicks arrives at c. 13:15 followed by Marcin Golab (Kitchen Coordinator). 
 
Lunch is served at 14:30 for four people and will be available for those arriving later too. 
 
c.15:00 Pierre Dauchy arrives followed by Marian Hafenstein  
 
Marcin & Marian go out to do the rest of the shopping. 
 
Sr. Nuñez arrives at c. 18:45. 
 
The Team is complete for today with Gregory Jackson, Srs. Munro & Araya arriving 
Sunday morning. 
 
Dinner: 19:45 – Spaghetti Pesto with Tomato Salad. 
Copious amounts of spaghetti are served! 
We touch base. 
The plan for the evening is to hold the Inaugural Meeting at 21:15 
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21:15 Inaugural Meeting – Lounge 
 
Seven people in attendance with acknowledgements made for those joining us later: 
Gregory, Sr. Munro & Sr. Araya and for those attending AAD (Romain Castagnet & Alain 
Piñero). Also, members of the GC Community are spoken for. 
 
Participants: 
 
01. Luis Araya (Chile/Berlin) Soundman 
02. Pierre Dauchy (France)  
03. Marcin Golab (Poland) Kitchen Coordinator  
04. Marian Hafenstein (Germany)  
05. John Hicks (UK/France)  
06. Gregory Jackson (USA/Berlin)   
07. Andrés Jankowski (Argentina/Berlin) Sr. Munro  
08. Hernán Nuñez (Argentina/Germany) Director  
09. George Porter (UK/Berlin) Registrar/Local Coordinator  
10. Mikael Weichbrodt (Sweden) BGE Leader 
  
AAD: 
11. Romain Castagnet (France) 
12. Alain Piñero (Spain) 
 
Some aims declared were: to work with a common practice; to reconnect; to find an 
anchor; and Excellence in Performance – with some further elaboration on this from Sr. 
Nuñez and about the specific possibilities for the BGE. 
The Team is up for a Meeting with Guitars at 22:00. 
 
22:00 – Meeting with Guitars – Rehearsal Space 
 
Six players in the Circle under the direction of Sr. Nuñez. 
We are asked if we are happy with our places in the Circle - there are no changes. 
We begin with a Circulation in G major. There are tuning issues. We tune and begin 
again. Some musical moments arise. The acoustics of the room are good. 
Then we run through repertoire: BGE, GCE, KC & GC material – some pieces are briefly 
tested to see what might be possible; some are dropped immediately; others are 
dropped because there are not enough players. So we get a feel for what may be in 
reach although refreshment is needed. 
We break at 22:50 to return at 23:10. 
 
23:10 – Guitar Meeting 
 
John presents an arrangement of “Lucy in the Sky with Diamonds” – the A section. This 
includes an arpeggio circulation; bass and melody parts. We work on this until c.23:45. 
Then to bed with a later Sitting scheduled for 08:00. 
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Day 2: Sunday 15th July 

 
Rise 07:30 
 
Morning Sitting 08:00 – 08:30. 
 
Breakfast: 08:30 – c. 09:15. 
 
Sr. Nuñez leaves to pick up Sr. Munro. 
In the meantime, Gregory arrives. 
 
09:45: BGE Meeting – Octagon Room 
 
The BGE Team is now complete with seven players in the Circle with a seating order of: 
1. Mika (BGE Leader) 2. Pierre 3. Gregory 4. Marcin 5. John 6. Marian 7. George. 
We begin with a circulation in G major which gets quite musical at times. Then repertoire 
is reviewed: Cantaloupe, Red, Larks’ I and Lucy.    
During the Meeting Sr. Araya arrives in the House and shortly after Sr. Nuñez together 
with Sr. Munro. They begin to set up in the Ballroom. 
The BGE breaks at 10:35 with section work for Lucy in small groups at 10:50 and to 
meet back together at 11:15. 
 
11:15: BGE Meeting 
 
BGE decamps to a bedroom on the 1st floor, whilst sound levels are being checked next 
door in the Ballroom. Work continues with the B & C sections of Lucy presented by John 
until c. 11:50. 
Two people are on Lunch at 12:00 and the remaining players meet back at 12:15. 
 
13:05 – 13:30: Lunch – Vegetable Omelette & Salad 
 
Gregory introduces himself and states his Aim. 
A BGE-Munro Meeting is called for 15:00 where we will all play plugged-in. 
 
15:00 – 16:15: BGE-Munro VI Rehearsal – Rehearsal Space 
 
The BGE vs 1605munro VI Team is complete: 
Sr. Munro (electronica), Sr. Nuñez (electric guitar), Sr. Araya (sound desk) and 7 BGE 
players.   
 
The BGE begins by testing how the repertoire sounds plugged-in: Lucy, Red, Larks’ I & 
Cantaloupe. Some adjustments are made to levels and a feedback-buster is issued but 
overall the sound is good. 
 
We then work altogether on some new Munro pieces: 

- ‘Playa Terminal’ (Ab major / minor) 
- ‘Walking in the Rain’ (Eb minor pentatonic) 

 
A reminder is made: “It is forbidden to look like Shit!” 
 
Comments are made about avoiding sounding clichéd on the circulated pentatonic 
phrases. It is suggested to introduce a displacement Circulation (circulating to the right 
with return to the leader then moving one seat to the right). The quality of the circulation 
improves! 
 
16:45 – 18:20: Rehearsal 
 
We continue working with the Munro pieces: 
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- ‘Playa Terminal’ – where an idea from John is tested: continuous muted chord 
circulations with variations which created a good dynamic and was named the 
Time Circulation. 

- ‘Splitter’ – which calls for us to go into OCG mode. 
- ‘Zaragoza’ (Eb minor, B major, Bb minor, A chord at the end) – the structure and 

scales take time to establish. 
- ‘Vivaldi’ (F# minor) – we test with playing on the upbeat and also phrase 

circulations.  
 
We complete at 18:20 and due to the time it is agreed to move Dinner to 19:30. 
  
19:30: Dinner – Red Thai Vegetable Curry 
 
20:45: Rehearsal 
 
More Munro pieces are tested: 

- ‘Atlantis’ – circulating alternating notes of F# & C# in different registers. 
- ‘Reversaustral’ (C minor) – with the BGE circulating in two groups: Mika -> Marcin 

and John -> George. 
 
We practice the Displacement Circulation again which gets lost on occasions. 
 
Break at 21:45 to return for 22:00. 
 
22:00: Rehearsal 
 
We work with some more classic Munro pieces: 

- ‘Übungspuppe’ (C#m pentatonic) 
- ‘Bon’ (A major) 

 
The BGE players then work alone on reviewing & testing guitar repertoire:  

- ‘Thrak’  
- ‘Larks’ I’ 
- ‘Red’ – shortening the GCE arrangement by skipping the middle section and 

entering the outro. 
- ‘Lucy’ 
- ‘Waiting Man’ – although this looks like it will be too challenging for us.  

  
The rehearsal completes at 23:25. 
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Day 3: Monday 16th July 

 
Rise: 07:30 
 
Morning Sitting: 08:00 – 08:30. 
 
Breakfast: 08:30 – c.09:00. 
 
Shopping is done after breakfast, including some additional refreshments for the guests 
invited to this evening’s Performance at 20:30 in the House. 
 
09:30 – 10:20: BGE Rehearsal 
 
6 players. 
Repertoire review, unplugged: Red, Larks’ I & Thrak.  
Taking time to fine tune the pieces: tightening the basses on Larks’ I and the timing of 
the thrakking 
 
10:35: BGE-Munro Rehearsal 
 
We work on: 

- ‘Playa Terminal’ 
- ‘Splitter’ 
- ‘Walking in the Rain’ 

 
 
12:00 – 12:50: Rehearsal 
 
We continue with 5 BGE players while two are preparing Lunch, rehearsing electric: 

- ‘Larks I’ 
- ‘Thrak’ where there are still issues with the timing of the thrakking. 
- ‘Zaragoza’ 

 
13:00: Lunch – Pasta with aubergine & tomato sauce 
  
And juicy tales from Claymont Court. 
 
14:30: Rehearsal 
 
We run through: 

- ‘Zaragoza’ but a lot of issues arise with timing, intonation & flow. It is decided to 
drop the piece for tonight’s Performance.   

- ‘Fifth Way Circulation’ – BGE - in two groups: Mika -> Marcin in D minor on the 
downbeat and John -> George in A minor on the upbeat. 

- ‘Reversaustral’ (with the two groups) 
- ‘Übungspuppe’ 

And then BGE repertoire: 
- ‘Lucy’ 
- ‘Larks I’ 
- ‘Cantaloupe’ 
- ‘Red’ 
- ‘Thrak’ with Sr. Nuñez accompanying on electric guitar. 

 
Break at 15:45 to return for the Dress Rehearsal at 16:30. 
Mika, John & Gregory prepare the Set List. 
 
16:30: Dress Rehearsal 
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The Set List is presented: 
 

1. Playa Terminal 
2. Übungspuppe 
3. Cantaloupe Island 
4. Walking in the Rain 
 
5. Fifth Way Circulation 
6. Splitter 
7. Larks’ Tongues in Aspic Part I 
 
8. Bon 
9. Lucy in the Sky with Diamonds 
10. Thrak 
11. Reversaustral 

Encore: 
12.  Red 

 
We run through the intros & outros of each piece and define the transitions between 
pieces. 
We also practice: walking in and out of the performance space (with the Octagon Room 
as the Green Room); sitting and standing; plugging in and out. 
Dress Rehearsal completed at 17:40 and it is agreed to move Dinner to 18:45. 
 
Dinner: 18:45 – 19:15 – Greek Salad. 
 
19:15: Performance Space Preparation 
Seating for the audience is arranged in arcs to extend the shape of the Circle. 
Tables are moved back in the dining space and refreshment and snacks for the audience 
are laid out. 
 
The rirst guests arrive at c. 19:45 but it seems that not everyone invited can make it. 
By 20:15, there is an audience of 10 adults and 2 children with no further people 
expected and so we decide to begin the Performance. 
 
20:15 – 20:45: BGE vs Munro VI - Performance 
  
The Set List is performed with two encores requested by the audience. 
 

1. Playa Terminal 
2. Übungspuppe 
3. Cantaloupe Island 
4. Walking in the Rain 
 
5. Fifth Way Circulation 
6. Splitter 
7. Larks’ Tongues in Aspic Part I 
 
8. Bon 
9. Lucy in the Sky with Diamonds 
10. Thrak 
11. Reversaustral 

 
Encore 1: Red (unplugged) 
Encore 2: Cantaloupe Island (unplugged) 
 

After the Performance, there is socialising with the guests whilst Srs. Munro, Araya & 
Nuñez dismantle their equipment. 
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c. 21:30: Guests depart. 
 
c. 22:30: Srs. Munro & Araya say their farewells. 
 
c.22:45: Performance Dessert – Apple Crumble & Custard 
 
Comments about the Performance are made: 
− The audience was supportive & attentive and there were a number of people who had 

not been to a GC Performance before who were visibly getting into it. 
− There were some initial technical glitches on ‘Playa Terminal’ which caused some 

timing issues with the Time Circulation but the group recovered. 
− The BGE in OCG-mode for ‘Splitter’ worked well. 
− ‘Bon’ was moving. 
− ‘Lucy’ enjoyed some majestic bummers but it didn’t seem to matter to the audience. 

In fact the Performance kept going. 
− ‘Thrak’ was powerful although not very tight. 
− ‘Red’ was also strong and worked well unplugged as an encore. 
 
c. 23:20 – we retire for the night.  
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Day 4: Tuesday 17th July 

 
Rise: 07:30 
 
Morning Sitting: 08:00 – 08:30. 
 
Breakfast: 08:30 – c. 09:00. 
 
Sr. Nuñez will be offering Personal Meetings throughout the day beginning at 10:15. 
Money matters to be settled with George. 
Mika will be leading a BGE Meeting for guitars at 10:15. 
 
10:15: BGE Meeting 
 
6 in the Circle. 
Mika leads a Displacement Circulation in C major which takes some time before we can 
go a full round. 
An extended First Primary Exercise is presented – building up diagonal patterns across 
the fretboard. 
Marian departs. 
 
We break and return later where John presents an arrangement of ‘Neal & Jack & Me’. 
 
 
13:00 – c.13:30: Lunch – Pasta with tomato sauce & leftovers 
  
The House cleaning programme is announced and to begin with after Lunch. 
The Final Meeting is scheduled for 16:00. 
Personal Meetings with Sr. Nuñez continue. 
 
Cleaning throughout the House takes place and furniture is moved back. 
The Final Meeting is slightly delayed.  
 
16:10 – 16:35: Final Meeting 
 
Acknowledgements are made including to Sr. Munro & Araya and those attending AAD. 
Final comments are made.  
Sr. Nuñez declares the BGE vs 1605munro VI Project completed. 
 
Departures. 
 
17:35: Closure of House completed. 
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Photos 

 

 

 
 

The House…. 

 

 

 

 

Rehearsal Space 

 

 
 

View from the Mixer 

 

 
 

Octagon Room 

 

 
Lounge 
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BGE in action…… 
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Srs. Munro & Araya in action….. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Munro's Magic Stuff 

 

 
 

The Director's Corner 

 


